
Lífsvernd at Kvennudeild

Because of recent newspaper coverage, some of you may be wondering why a 
few members of lífsvernd have gathered for prayer outside the kvennudeild at 
Landspitalinn every Tuesday at noon for the last five years.

I can only speak for myself, not the others, but for me prayer is very important.  In 
prayer I am lifting my heart to God and seeking to have my thoughts, desires, my 
entire being conformed to His perfect will. In praying for an end to the evils of 
abortion I am acknowledging that regardless of any words or actions on my part, 
God must act for there to be the change in the hearts of human beings that is 
needed in order to reverse the Icelandic law that is permitting and assisting in the
death of over 900 babies per year on average.  I am confessing my guilt as a part 
of a society that would permit such destruction of innocent lives.
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Of course, I 
can pray 
anywhere – 
and I do!  
Often!  But 
by choosing 
to pray in a 
public place, 
near the 
location 

where the actual abortions are performed, I am committing more of myself.  We 
don‘t call it the lífsvernd pro-life prayer, but rather the lífsvernd prayerful protest. 
In a country where there is little discussion of the issue of abortion – most people 
think it is ok and simply take it for granted – it is important there are some who 
are willing to take a stand as a sign of
contradiction.

I am thankful for the times when I have been able to join in this prayerful protest 
and I am thankful to God that there are others who feel as I do!

Mike Frigge    May 8, 2015

----------------------------------------------------------
Pope St. John Paul II:
“A society will be judged on the basis of how it treats its weakest
members; and among the most vulnerable are surely the unborn and 
the dying.”
----------------------------------------------------------

Question:
I know that, generally, there is a moral obligation to pay 
taxes, but what if the taxes will be used to support, that is 
pay for, abortions (or other objective moral evil)?

Answer:
The short answer is that you should continue to pay your taxes!  But if we look at 
the moral reasoning behind such an answer, then we can learn a little something.

Taxation serves the common good of society – roads, public health, education, 
etc are all common goods for society.  This is in line with the command of Jesus 
in the bible to repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar (Mt 22:21).  If the taxes 
are used for abortion, but the one paying the taxes is set against the evil of 
abortion, then paying taxes would make one a material cooperator with the 
government‘s support of abortion, but not a formal cooperator.

Formal cooperators would include the doctor performing the abortion, the 
mother, and those who actively encouraged that mother to have the abortion.  



Formal cooperation in an immoral act is always immoral!

For material cooperation, however, there is a distinction between immediate and 
mediate material cooperation.  Immediate cooperation actually involves doing 
something morally wrong with another person, like assisting at an abortion.  This 
situation is morally similar to the formal cooperator and is always morally wrong.

But consider the hospital employee that cleans the surgery that is used for 
abortion and other purposes.  If the employee doesn‘t intend for abortions to be 
performed there, but that the surgery be a sterile environment for those who will 
receive surgery, then even if the surgery is used for performing abortions, the 
employee is only a mediate material cooperator in the act.  This is a type of 
double effect: a good effected is intended, but the conscience recognizes that 
there could be a bad effect not intended.  Double effects are judged according to 
a set of basic norms including the obligation not to intend the evil effect and the 
need for sufficient reason to permit the evil effect.

Returning to the question of paying taxes that will be used to support abortion, 
there is this type of double effect.  The moral principle is to avoid an 
individualistic morality which would shirk the demands of the common good 
and, thus we return to the short answer: continue to pay your taxes (since the 
common good is sufficient reason to permit the evil effect).

One should note that in no case should one intend the evil itself, that is we should 
never intend that the government (or anyone for that matter) should support 
abortion!

(This response was adapted from an article by Fr. Augustine Mary, in
the library, EWTN.)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR REFLECTION –
If we wanted to have one 
flag for each of the 
30,000* unborn aborted
in Iceland, it would (for 
example) require 100 
people to make 300
flags each! ((*The actual 
number of abortions is 
more than this.))

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Lífsvernd - What we believe and what we do

A person is welcome to become a member of Lífsvernd, if he or she
agrees with its basic principle.  Our goal is to end all forms of abortion.



Basic Principle: I believe that the unborn child has an inalienable
right to life – from conception to natural death – and that absolutely
no circumstances can justify direct abortion.

----------------------------------------------------------
The Lífsvernd Prayer

Heavenly Father,
We pray for the unborn babies
scheduled to die this week through abortion.
Save them from death.
Give new hope to their parents,
that they will turn away from this desperate act.
Grant conversion to the abortionists.
Show us how to respond to the bloodshed in our midst.
We make this prayer through Jesus your Son.  Amen.

----------------------------------------------------------

Can you find the unborn baby in this picture?
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